2015-2016 Science Fair 

Log Book Guidelines
Use the following guidelines to have a great log book:

· Since this project is taking 7 months to complete, the minimum number of entries should be 25.  40 entries are considered average.

· Front inside page should include your title in large letters and your first and last name.

· Each entry should be written in ink.

· Each entry should include date and time.  If you work on your project more than one time a day, the time entry should be separated by hours not minutes.  If you leave for a few minutes and return to work, consider this the same entry.

· Write one entry per page with no writing on the back of a page.  You have 100 sheets in this composition book so you will not run out of room.  

· All parts of your project are written in your log.  Be sure you include these items:

· Ideas you research for a possible project to do and where you got the idea.

· Label with the topic and underline each of the following:   Problem, purpose, hypothesis, materials, procedure, results and conclusion

· Data chart should include raw data it (includes your independent and dependent variables) 

· Data summary chart to include an analysis of raw data (see handout for examples to go by) 

· Triboard completion

· Data collection chart:  this is where you will record the data you collect when you begin your testing.  You may hand draw one in your log book or you may print out the one you create on the computer.  All data should be hand written onto this data chart. 
· You should have a minimum of 20 pieces of data to analyze.  Of course, it is always acceptable to have much more than this.  Remember that the more you have the better your results will be.  

· Do not cut and paste any item into your log book other than a blank data chart.
· Summary data chart must be hand written.

· When you finish testing, be sure to write your results and conclusion in your log book.  Your results should include an analysis of your data what compares the data (mean, median or mode).  Please refer to your handout that I will give you to help you with this.  
· No graphs are included in your log.  

· Include completion of triboard in your log.

· Your last entry should be finishing your triboard to enter the Science Fair.  

Other helpful hints:

· If you make a mistake, cross your entry out and write below it your new entry.  Judges want to be sure it is your work.  Making mistakes is expected.  It needs to be easy to read but does not have to be perfect.  

· Your log book is like a diary.  It should include everything you do …..even purchasing supplies, building an apparatus, finding subjects, getting permission forms signed, etc. 
Pay close attention to the rubric for the log book on the Science Fair Evaluation sheet 

